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1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



2. The following "prior art" is hereby noted : 



A) US Patent #7,027,714 to Ohta et al. : 

Ohta et al has been cited because it is tiie US equivalent of tine Japanese 
Patent Document #JP-2001-346147 tinat was cited by applicant in the IDS 
filed 12/7/2005 (and the International Search in the PCT application from 
which the instant application was filed). The examiner considers this 
"prior art" to be the most significant "prior art" that is of record. 

B) US Patent #5,502,573 to Fuiinami : 

Fujinami has been cited because, as set forth with respect to Figure 5(c), 
it describes a process of pausing and un-pausing a compressed video 
data stream provided from a disc type storage medium. 



C) US Patent #4.703.355 to Cooper : 

Cooper has been cited because, as shown in Figure 4, it discloses a 
system that synchronizes video information stream (@ 25) and an audio 
information stream (@ 37) by: 

1) Determining a phase difference/offset between the respective 
streams (@ 26, 34, and 40); and 

2) Selecting imparting delays (@ 28, 36) to the information 
streams according to the determined difference/offset to generate 
re-synchronized information streams (@30 and 39), 



D) US Patent Document #2007/0160090 to Suaahara : 

Suqahara has been cited because, as shown in Figure 4, it evidences a 
system for synchronizing a video data stream and an audio data stream 
by: 

1) Determining (@ 85) respective phase differences/offsets 
between each of the streams and a given reference time; and 
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2) Selecting imparting delays (@ 86, 87) to the data streams 
according to the determined differences/offsets to generate re- 
synchronized information streams. 

E) US Patent #6,512,884 to Sawada : 

Sawada has been cited because it describes a system for synchronizing 
a changes timing of an audio stream in accordance with the equation set 
forth in lines 35-43 of column 2. 



F) US Patent #6.583.821 to Durand : 

Durand has been cited for its discussion as to the recognized need of 
maintaining synchronization between the independently coded 
components of an MPEG encoded AA/ program [note lines 13-40 of 
column 1]. 



US Patent #6,018,376 to Nakatani : 

Nakatani has been cited for its discussion as to the recognized need of 
maintaining synchronization between the independently coded 
components of an MPEG encoded AA/ program after temporal 
discontinuity has occurred [note lines 57-63 of column 4]. 



H) US Patent #6.148.135 to Suzuki : 

Suzuki has been cited as evidencing the fact that audio and video signals 
had to be synchronized, in like fashion, after being conveyed over a 
transmission medium or a recording medium [note lines 20-43 of column 
1]- 

I) US Patent Publication #2004/0041946 to Gries : 

Gries has been cited as evidencing the fact that audio and video signals 
had to be synchronized, in like fashion, after being conveyed over a 
transmission medium or a recording medium [note Figure 4]. 
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3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shiall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



4. Claims 1-4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The examiner notes that claim 1 includes recitations set forth in a means-plus- 
function format and, as such, it is presumed that these recitations invol<e a 
section 1 12-6 interpretation; i.e., should be construes as being limited to the 
corresponding disclosed structure (and equivalents thereof). However, turning to 
the instant written description, the examiner fails to locate any disclosure in which 
the structure of the recited "means" has been described. Thus, it is unclear as to 
what the recited "means" refers. Clarification is needed. 
Similar clarification is needed for claims 2-4, and 8. 



5. Turning to claim 1 , the examiner notes the use of the alternative "or" terminology 
in line 1 1 thereof. The examiner has construed lines 9-14 of claim 1 as requiring 
recited structure for making the recited determination based on the recited data 
and requests regardless of whether this determination results in the application of 
a delay "or not". 

Corresponding recitations of claim 5 have been construed in a like manner. 



6. Claims 1-4 and 8 avoid the art of record. 



7. Claims 5-7 are allowed. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
stiould be directed to DAVID E. HARVEY whose telephone number is (571) 272-7345. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00AM to 3PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Marsh D. Banks-Harold, can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/DAVID E HARVEY/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
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